Part A Introduction

Program: BA

| Year: Second | Session: 2026-27

Subject: Political Science

1 | Course Code

2 | Course Title Western Political Thought

3 | Course Type (Core Cﬁ'
Course/Elective/Generic
Elective/Vocational/.....)

4 | Pre-requisite (if any) To study this course, a student must have passed

certificate course in First Year.

5 Course Learning outcomes Al the end of the Course the students will be able to-
(CLO) 1. Understand the significance of study ol Political Philosophy .

2. Understand the unique features of Greek Political Philosophy.

3. Comprehend political [deas of Plato regarding education. theon
of justice and Ideal State,

4. To answer how Aristotle differed from his master Plato on the
conception ol justice and state.

5. Understand Machiavelli as a key exponent of Modern National
state and to answer how and why Machiavelli gave an overriding
priority to pragmatism above ethics and values in his statecrall,

6. Understand Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau on emergence of state
from the contract and the key concepts of Individualism and
liberalism.

7. Comprehend the key ideas of Utihtanan and idealist thimkers,

8. Understand ideas of Marxisim and will be able to evaluate the post
Marxists Socialist, communist and pluralist tradition.

6 | Credit Value 6
7 | Total Marks Max. Marks: 30+70 | Min. Passing Marks:33

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures (in hours per week): 6 Lectures per week

Unit

Topics

No. of Lectures

1

e Characteristics of Western Political Thought 18
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Greek Political Thought

Plato
Theory of Justice
Theory of Education
Theory of Communism
Philosopher King
The Ideal State
Aristotle
State
Slavery
Citizenship
Classification of Government
Revolution




Activities:
I. Role Play / Panel Discussion: “Dialogue Between Plato
and Aristotle”
Objective: To compare Plato’s idealism and Aristotle’s
realism i a creative dialogue format.
Method — Role Play / Panel Discussion:
e Two students act as Plato and Aristotle.
e A moderator asks questions like:
a.  What is justice?
b, Who should rule

the wise or the many?
®  The “philosophers™ respond based on their theories,
2. Group Discussions: Organise discussions on political ideas
of thinkers of this umit.

Modern Political Thought 20
e Niccolo Machiavelli
L. First Modern Political Thinker: The child of his time
2. Conception of Human Nature
3. Thoughts about Religion and Morality
4. Ideas i book The Prince
e Thomas Hobbes
1. Social Contract Theory
2. Individualism
e John Locke
I. Social Contract Theory
2. Theory of Natural Rights
3. Liberalism
e Jean Jacques Rousseau
I. Social Contract Theory
2. Theory of General Will

Activities:

I. Debate: “The Contract Debate - Hobbes vs. Locke vs.
Roussean™
Objective: To compare and contrast three versions ol Social
Contract Theory.
Method -Debate:
e Assign rtoles: Fobbes, Locke, Roussean. and a
Moderator.
e Pach philosopher answers questions like:
a. Why do people form governinents?
b, What s liberty?
¢.  When can people rebel?
2. Group Discussions: Organise discussions on political ideas
of thinkers of this unit.
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Philosophy of Utilitarianism 16
e Jeremy Bentham
I. Utlitarianism
. Natural laws and Rights
. Theory of State and Legislation
Theory of Punishment and Reform  (Prison.
Govemnment, Law. Education and Religion)
. Contribution to Political Thought
e John Stuart Mill
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1. Alteration in Utilitarianism

2. Views on Liberty

3. Representative Government

4. Contribution to Political Thought

Activities:

1. Philosophical Debate: “Bentham vs. Mill — The Utilitarian
Philosophy™
Objective: To compare Bentham's quantitative and Mill's
qualitative utilitarianism.
Method: Two groups represent Bentham (pleasure can be
measured) and Mill (quality matters more than quantity )
Moderator poses questions: “[s happiness only about
pleasure?” and “Are intellectual pleasures superior to
physical ones?”

2. Group Discussions: Organise discussions on political ideas
of thinkers of this unit.

Idealism 18
e Immanuel Kant
1. Philosophy of Ethics
2. Views on theory of State. Forms of Government and
International peace
e George W.F. Hegel
1. Dialectical Method
2. Views on Nation State. Internationalism and War
3. Views on Government and Constitution
¢ Thomas Hill Green

I. Views on Freedom

2. Views on Rights

3. Views on State

4. Views on General Will
Activities:

1. Dialogue of Idealists: Kant, Hegel, and Green in
Conversation
Objective: To compare their distinet versions of idealism.
Method: Three students act as Kant. Hegel. and Green,
Moderator poses questions:
o Whatis freedom?
e What s the role of the State?
e Can morality guide politics?
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2. Group Discussions: Organise discussions on political ideas
of thinkers of this unit.

e Karl Marx 18
1. Dialectical Matcrialism
2. Economic Interpretation of History

Theory of Class Struggle
Theory of Surplus Valuc
e Harold J. Laski
I. Views on Liberty, Rights and equality
2. Democratic Socialism

RS |

Activities:

1. Debate on Dialectical Materialism: "Contradictions in
Society”

Objective: Understand how contradictions lead to radical
change.
Instructions:

¢ Divide students into small groups.

*  Assign each group a historical or current contradiction (e.g.,
feudalism vs. capitalism. labour vs. capital, traditional media
vs. social media).

*  Liach group presents how this contradiction could lead to a
new social system or revolution,

2. Group Discussions: Organise discussions on political ideas
of thinkers of this umt.

Keywords/Tags: State, Justice. Slavery. Realism, Individualism. Liberalism. General Will.
Utlitarianism, Liberty. Ethics, Internationalism. Dialectics, Surplus value. Socialism. Communism

Part C-Learning Resources

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

Suggested Readings:

L.
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8.
9,
10.
11

12.
13.

Brian R. Nelson. Westem Political Thought: from Socrates to the Age of Ideology 2™ edition.
Pearson, 2015

Barker, E. (1939). The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle. New York: Dover
Publications.

Mukherjee. S.. & Ramaswami. S. (2004). A History of Political Thought. Delhi: Prentice Hall
of India.

Sabine, G. H. (1973). A History of Political Theory. New Delhi: Oxford and 1. B.H. Publishing.
Morrow. J. (2005). History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic Introduction. Palgrave.
Sharma S.K. and Sharma Urmila- Western Political Thought Vol-I and Vol. 11, Atlantic
Publishers New Delhi

Wayper. C L. 1958, Political thought English. University Press, Itd. London.

Tuck, Richard 1993: Philosophy and Government 1572-1651, Cambridge University Press.
Jones W.T. 1960: Masters of Political thought vol-II, Houghton Mifflin Co. Boston.

Suda J.P., 1989 History of Political Thought. Vol I. Il and IIrd K. Nath and Co. Meerut.
Gauba O.P. (2019). Wester Political Thought. Mayur Paperbacks Noida
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Essential Readings:

17. Plato. (1992). The Republic (G. M. A. Grube, Trans.: revised by C. D. C. Reeve). Hackett
Publishing.

18. Plato. (1997). The Laws. In J. M. Cooper (Ed.), Plato: Complete Works. Hackett Publishing.

19. Aristotle. (1998). Politics (C. D. C. Reeve. Trans.). Hackett Publishing.

20. Machiavelli. N. (1998). The Prince (Q. Skinner & R. Price, Eds.). Cambndge University Press.

I. Hobbes, T. (1996). Leviathan (R. Tuck, Ed.). Cambridge University Press.

2. Locke. J. (1980). Second Treatise of Government (C. B. Macpherson. Ed.). Hackett

Publishing.

23. Rousscau. J.J. (1997). The Social Contract and Other Later Political Writings (V. Gourevitch.
Ed.). Cambnidge University Press.

24.Mill. ). 8. (1978). On  Liberty (E. Rapaport. Ed.). Hackett Publishing.
Mill. J.S. (1991). Considerations on Representative Government (C. L. Ten. Ed.). Oxford
University Press.

25. Bentham, J. (1988). A Fragment on Government (R. Harrison. Ed ). Cambridge University
Press.

26. Marx. K.. & Engels. F. (2012). The Communist Manifesto (S. Moore. Trans.). Verso Books.

27. Marx, K. (1970). A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (N. 1. Stone. Trans.).
International Publishers.

28. Laski, H. J. (1930). Liberty in the Modern State. George Allen & Unwin.

29. Laski. H. J. (1925). 4 Grammar of Politics. George Allen & Unwin.

Suggested equivalent online courses: Swayam and NPTL

Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:
Maximum Marks : 100
Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 marks University Exam (UE) 70 marks

Internal Assessment : 3 Class Test 30

Continuous Comprehensive | | Assignment/Presentation/Quiz

Evaluation (CCE):30 Best Three must be considered

External Assessment : Section (A): Five Very Short 05 x 01=05

University Exam Section: Questions (50 Words Each)

70 Section (B): Five Short 05x05=25
Questions (200 Words Each)
Section (C): Five Long 04x 10=40
Questions (300 Words Each) Total-70

Any remarks/ suggestions:
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Brian R. Nelson, Western Political Thought: from Socrates to the Age of Ideology 2™ edition.
Pcarson, 2015

Barker, E. (1939). The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle. New York: Dover
Publications.

Mukherjee. S.. & Ramaswami. S. (2004). A History of Political Thought. Delhi: Prentice Hall
of India.

Sabinc, G. H. (1973). A History of Political Theory. New Delhi: Oxford and 1.B.H. Publishing.
Morrow. J. (2005). History of Western Political Thought: A Thematic Introduction. Palgrave.
Sharma S K. and Sharma Ummila- Western Political Thought Vol-I and Vol. I, Atlantic
Publishers New Delhi

Wayper. C.L. 1958, Political thought English. University Press. ltd. London.

Tuck, Richard 1993: Philosophy and Government 1572-1651, Cambridge University Press.
Jones W.T. 1960: Masters of Political thought vol-11, Houghton Mifflin Co. Boston.

Suda J.P.. 1989 History of Political Thought. Vol . Il and IIrd K. Nath and Co. Mcerut.

I'1. Gauba O.P. (2019). Western Political Thought, Mayur Paperbacks Noida
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Essential Readings:
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Plato. (1992). The Republic (G. M. A, Grube. Trans.. revised by C. D. C. Reeve). Hackett
Publishing.

Plato. (1997). The Laws. In J. M. Cooper (Ed.), Plato: Complete Works. Hackett Publishing.
Anistotle. (1998). Politics (C. D. C. Reeve, Trans.). Hackett Publishing.

Machiavelli. N. (1998). The Prince (Q. Skinner & R. Price, Eds.). Cambridge University Press.
Hobbes, T. (1996). Leviathan (R. Tuck, Ed.). Cambridge University Press.

Locke. J. (1980). Second Treatise of Government (C. B. Macpherson. Ed.). Hackett
Publishing.

Rousseau, J. J. (1997). The Social Contract and Other Later Political Writings (V. Gourevitch,
Ed.). Cambridge University Press.

Mill. J. S. (1978). On Liberty (E. Rapaport. Ed.). Hackett Publishing.

Mill, J. S. (1991). Considerations on Representative Government (C. L. Ten. Ed.). Oxford
University Press.
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10. Bentham. J. (1988). 4 ['ragment on Government (R. Harrison. Ed.). Cambridge University
Press.

11. Marx, K.. & Engels, F. (2012). The Communist Manifesto (S. Moore, Trans.). Verso Books.

12. Marx, K. (1970). 4 Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (N. L. Stone, Trans.).
International Publishers.

13. Laski. H. 1. (1930). Liberty in the Modern State. George Allen & Unwin.

14. Laski, H. J. (1925). A Grammar of Politics. George Allen & Unwin.

Suggested equivalent online courses:
Swayam and NPTL
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